
 

 

Fort Langley Jazz & Arts Festival announces Rising Young Star Award  

February 13, 2019, Fort Langley, BC--The Fort Langley Jazz & Arts Festival is offering a unique 

opportunity for one talented jazz student to become its first Rising Young Star.  

The inaugural award will recognize an outstanding student from the lower mainland who is or 

will be studying jazz music at the post-secondary level, who demonstrates a high level of 

performance ability and will be pursuing a professional career in jazz music. 

The Rising Young Star recipient will be given an opportunity to perform with a main stage artist 

on Saturday, July 27 during the festival and in their own featured performance on Sunday, July 

28. They will also receive a scholarship of $1,000.  

Award applications are open until March 31, 2019 on the festival website. 

“The festival is thrilled to support the development of an emerging young jazz artist with this 

award,” said Dave Quinn artistic director for the festival. ”While there are lots of opportunities for 

aspiring young jazz musicians to perform with their peers at various festivals and concerts, there 

are limited opportunities for young players to perform with more experienced musicians.” 

Quinn noted that one of the key mandates of the festival is to support youth and emerging 

artists and the award will do that. 

“The Rising Young Star award is a wonderful opportunity for an emerging artist to have an 
opportunity to perform with and be mentored by established artists as well as receive financial 
support for their professional development,” said Jodi Proznick, a JUNO nominated bassist, 
music faculty member at Kwantlen Polytechnic University and artistic director at the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra School of Music. “I couldn’t be happier to support this fabulous new 
initiative at the Fort Langley Jazz Festival.” 
 
Quinn added that the performance and mentoring opportunities for youth don’t just end there. 
 
“Youth musicians and emerging talent will also have a chance to perform at street performance 
locations that we’ll have again at this year’s festival.” Applications to perform as a street 
performer are open until March 15 on the festival website. 
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https://www.fortlangleyjazzfest.com/the-rising-young-star-award/
https://www.fortlangleyjazzfest.com/perform/


-2- 
 

Youth and emerging talent are also invited to participate in the festival’s Jazz Education 
Workshop on Sunday, July 28 from 1-4pm at Chief Sepass Theatre. 
 
“The jazz education workshop is intended to support the development of emerging youth 

musicians by providing an opportunity to perform, be mentored and learn from experienced jazz 

musicians, while networking with other young jazz musicians,” said Quinn 

All levels of jazz instrumentalists and vocalists are welcome. Participants will take part in an 
improvisation jam session, master class breakouts by instrument led by professional jazz 
musicians, and a round table panel discussion on the artistic and business side of “Life as a 
Professional Musician.” 
 

The workshop is $20 and includes a festival t-shirt and refreshments. Register on the festival 

website. 

 

The Fort Langley Jazz & Arts Festival is a not-for-profit organization with a mandate to enrich 

cultural life in the Fraser Valley by bringing emerging and established jazz acts and visual art 

together to Fort Langley for all to enjoy. Established in 2018, the festival drew thousands of 

residents and visitors to the streets of Fort Langley during the last weekend in July. The 2019  

festival will be held July 26-28, 2019. 

For more information about the festival visit www.fortlangleyjazzfest.com 
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For more information, please contact: 

Karen Zukas 
Executive Director 
Fort Langley Jazz & Arts Festival 
info@fortlangleyjazzfest.com 
778 938 0752 
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